The Sn atom in the title compound, [Sn(C 4 H 9 ) 2 (C 7 H 5 O 3 ) 2 ], is chelated by the carboxylate groups of 2-hydroxybenzoate liagnds, and exists in a six-coordinate skew-trapezoidal bipyramidal coordination geometry [C-Sn-C = 140.1 (3) ].
Related literature
For the monoclinic modification, see: Narula et al. (1992) . For a review of the structural chemistry of organotin carboxylates, see: Tiekink (1991 Tiekink ( , 1994 . For a discussion of skew-trapezoidal bipyramidal diorganotin bis(chelates), see: Ng et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2008 (Tiekink, 1991; 1994) . The R 2 Sn unit is bent, and the geometry at tin is described as being skew-trapezoidal bipyramidal (Ng et al., 1987) . The title compound has been reported in a monoclinic form (Narula et al., 1992) . This structure has one n-butyl group in a W conformation and the other in a U conformation. In the present triclinic modification (Scheme I, Fig. 1 ), both groups adopt a W conformation. Intramolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds are noted (Table 1) .
Experimental
Dibutyltin oxide (2 g, 8 mmol) and salicylic acid (2.2 g, 16 mmol) were heated in toluene (100 ml) in a Dean-Stark water apparatus. Slow evaporation of the filtered solution yielded colorless crystals.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in positions (C-H 0.95 to 0.99 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2-1.5U eq (C). The hydroxy H-atoms were similarly constrained (O-H 0.84 Å) but the hybridization of the oxygen atoms was assumed to be sp 2 .
The final difference Fourier map had a peak of 2.57 e Å -3 at 1.5 Å from the O5 and O6 atoms, and a deep hole of -1.40 e Å -3 at 1.5 Å from the H12 atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) plot of the triclinic form of [Sn(C 4 H 9 ) 2 (C 7 H 5 O 3 ] at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
